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President’s Report 

Finally! A year that saw the end of pandemics and lockdowns and allowed us to get on and 

enjoy our lives again. Doesn’t it feel good to be free!  

2023 again saw the Club perform well both on and off the water and we have managed to 

maintain a stable financial position and achieved some great sailing results.  

As is always the case, the Club relies heavily on the efforts of its management team and our 

outstanding Bar & Bistro staff, and this year has been no exception. I must thank our General 

Manager Fiona Houghton and Operations Manager Karen Frost for their continued efforts 

working on the day to day operation of the Club and of course Sheelagh Prosser for keeping 

our “books” in order!  

It would be obvious by now that Martin Rak decided to move on to other challenges 

following his adventure across the Pacific and we wish him well. Following his departure, 

one of our younger 16ft skiff sailors stepped up to take on the Bar supervision role and I am 

sure everyone has crossed paths with Tommi Stanbury at some stage during the year and I 

want to thank him for his hard work in keeping the Bar & Bistro ticking along. Tommi was 

assisted for part of the year by Lada Vaculikova until Lada made the decision to further her 

education and we wish her well in her endeavours.  

With the help of a grant from the NSW Government and some wonderful donations from 

you, our members, we have almost completed a full renovation of our ladies changeroom 

and it looks completely refreshed and updated coming into the next sailing season. It was 

about 50 years since the last “reno” so thank you to everyone that contributed to the cause!  

I am pleased to say that the last 12 months has been a vast improvement for our partners 

Zest Waterfront Venues who suffered many months of closure at the height of the 

lockdowns. The venue always looks spectacular when “dressed” for a special occasion.  

I will leave the sailing report to our esteemed Commodore but suffice to say we achieved 

some amazing results on the water with top 10 places in both fleets at the 16’ and 13’ 

Australian Championship and even a win for one of our skiffs following some outstanding 

performances when rated on handicap. Well done all!  

From a personal perspective I would like to thank the Club Board for their hard work during 

the year and for keeping the Club on an even keel and well prepared moving forward. Long 

serving Board member, and Treasurer for the last 3 years, Mr. Rob Lockhart, has announced 

his intention to retire at the 2023 AGM and the Board would like to thank Rob for all his 

support and highly valuable contribution to the Club during his tenure. Rob will continue to 

drive a rescue boat on Saturdays so will still be heavily involved in Club sailing activities. 

In closing I would like to thank you, our Members, for your continued support of Middle 

Harbour 16s and I look forward to seeing you at the Club sometime soon. 

Peter Tinworth 
President 



Treasurer’s Report 

A good solid result against the backdrop of high inflation and tight financial conditions for 

our members. Our G.M., Fiona Houghton and her team have done a wonderful job ensuring 

the Club meets the needs and expectations of the members while operating in a financially 

responsible way.  

The Club made a healthy profit this year of $80,708. This was a drop from last year due to a 

number of items: the cessation of COVID subsidies ($83,139); an increase in insurance costs; 

an increase in wages costs as a result of the Club being open for the whole year and an 

increase in sailing costs partly due to running a 3rd rescue boat and general inflation-based 

increases.  

The Club received a subsidy of $25,000 from the NSW State Government for the much-

needed renovation to the women’s change room, which is now completed. 

Membership numbers remained similar to last year. The income increased due to more one-

year memberships compared to multi-year memberships. Given the tight economic 

environment we do not expect membership to grow next year.  

We thank our partner Zest Waterfront Venues for their continued support of the Club and 

the wonderful food provided in our bistro. 

Shed rent increased this year. Last year it included the Learn to Paddle income, which has 

now been separated out.   

The Club continues to invest in mortgage-backed funds and a conservative Exchange Traded 

Fund (ETF). This has seen an overall increase in invested funds. Last year we reported the 

ETF was trading at a loss, that loss has stayed reasonably stable over the last year. This loss 

will not be shown in the accounts until we sell the investment. The investment committee is 

monitoring the situation regularly. 

Sponsorship and donations have increased this year with a push to cover the women’s 

change room renovation. Unless there is a capital item that is required this financial year, 

we expect donation income to fall next year.  

Our balance sheet continues to look healthy. The Club expects to continue accumulating 

funds to ensure the Club can meet its obligations, replace equipment as it wears out, attend 

to any major refurbishments, and take advantage of any opportunities that may arise to 

further the Clubs’ objectives. 

I expect the year ahead (apart from inflation) to allow the Board and management team to 

put more focus on moving the Club forward in a financially responsible way. 

 

Rob Lockhart 
Treasurer 
 



Commodore’s Report 
 
The 2022/23 sailing season saw the club back in full swing after the impacts of COVID with 
increased involvement in the Juniors and an increase in the number of 16’s racing in the fleet 
to a total of 16 boats.  
 
The culture for which the club has become known as open and welcoming to new sailors of 
all backgrounds and experience levels remains strong also with great involvement of 
volunteers and sailors in all areas of skills development and boat maintenance. I would like 
to thank everyone involved this past season including the parents, volunteers, sailors and 
the board for all the efforts to support this wonderful and unique Middle Harbour Skiff Club 
culture. 
 
Last season was also a success in building our community with close racing on the water as 
well as many social events back at the Club including the Presentation Night, Christmas Party 
and Old Buffers Day ensuring that partners, parents and friends had the opportunity to 
benefit from the spirit and culture at Middle Harbour. This was true across the junior, youth 
and skiff fleets. 
 
The sailors at both a senior and junior level all enjoyed a successful 2022/23 season with 
some highlights from the Skiffs being: -  

• Eric’s Removals finishing the Australian Championships at Manly with a very 
respectable 8th overall on scratch including one 1st place heat in Race #6. Well done 
Harry Lawson, Nathan Edwards and Alex Leslie.  

• MH44 who won 1st place overall on handicap with Neil Malan, Tony Sheldon and Eva 
Attwood, also showing the potential of the young women skippers in our fleet. 

• Also of note was Kamma who finished 27th overall despite a broken bow sprit and 
then mast. Well done Rich Williams, Phil Jenkins and Iain Wood. 

• CMG finished in 31st place. Well done to Michael Vincent, Ed Smith and Jack Taylor. 

• Special mention also to Eric’s Removals team who also finished 9th overall on 
handicap in the 16’s.  

• In the 13’s Plonk Café finished 3rd overall which was a strong result for Avril 
Richardson and Warwick Taylor.  

 
The organisation of the Nationals was under the responsibility of Nathan Edwards in his role 
as President of ASSA and it was widely agreed that Nathan did an exceptional job in 
preparing for and overseeing the smooth running of the regatta, while also racing himself. 
Our Club President Peter Tinworth was also thanked for stepping forward with “Mutinny” as 
the start boat for the series with Peter also joining as a member of the Race Committee.  
 
Some of our Flying 11 and Manly Junior sailors also travelled to their respective National 
Championships and did the Club proud both on and off the water with their respectful 
attitude and sportsmanship.  
 
Congratulations to all our Club Champions in their respective classes and to all the winners 
of the other series conducted during the season. Last season saw a continued evolution of 
sailing programs with the running of winter sprint series again and more short races and 



coaching sessions incorporated into the skiff calendar. Feedback has been positive and has 
informed the proposed calendar for the season ahead. The new SailSys record and 
handicapping system was also introduced thanks to the efforts of Nathan Edwards, Alex 
Leslie and Peter Tinworth and has proven reliable and efficient with some feedback that the 
speed of change to handicaps could be faster if adjustment is possible for the second season 
of use.  
 
The Junior fleet is healthy and growing, providing a strong foundation for our future and 
helping develop young sailors with the potential to compete at a National level. A big 
congratulations and thank you must go to Michael Malseed for his outstanding leadership of 
the Juniors over the past year. 
 
The Try Skiff Sailing day and Kids Swap Day were a huge success giving sailors the 
opportunity to try new classes and meet other club members and I would like to thank 
everyone involved for volunteering their time, especially Mark Willson and Michael Malseed 
for leading the organisation for these two days particularly.  
 
In closing I would like to again thank everyone who contributed to another successful and 
enjoyable sailing season. The Club is in a strong position due to your efforts, and we can look 
forward to the coming season which will provide plenty of exciting and competitive racing as 
well as fun on shore activities for the whole club community to enjoy.  
 
 
Nick Stabback 
Commodore 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Juniors Sailing Report  

The club has continued to provide strong support to our junior sailing program which is 

paying dividends in terms of increased participation across all classes, providing a good 

pipeline of young talent ready to step into skiff sailing.  

It all starts with our poppies program, which utilizes our club owned fleet of sixteen boats to 

give children between the ages of five and nine their first taste of sailing.  A big thanks to 

John Mellowes and Hayley Mills for their efforts in managing and coaching this class in the 

2022/23 season. Our youngest sailors were given time to get comfortable on the water in a 

range of conditions, learnt the basics of helming and sail trim, and how to tack and gybe 

safely in a very stable and easily controlled boat. It is pleasing to see a high graduation rate 

of poppies sailors stepping into the Manly Junior class in the 2023/24 season.  

Our Manly Junior fleet continued to build in 2022/23 with eight boats regularly sailing each 

weekend. The focus on club racing continued to pay dividends, with all sailor’s skills 

improving across 14 point score and 10 club championship races. Regatta participation was 

also strong, with a healthy contingent of our fleet travelling to St George, Avalon and Royal 

Prince Alfred Yacht Club to participate in the State and National titles. A bit thanks to our 

Manly Junior coaches – Emily and Natasha Kemp, who themselves were sailing MJs just two 

seasons ago. It is great to see our youth sailors like Hayley, Emily and Natasha step into 

mentoring roles at the club, sharing their skills with the next generation and developing their 

own leadership skills. In line with the strategy of giving our kids as many sailing 

opportunities as possible, we had five Manly Junior skippers staying on to crew or skipper in 

the Flying Eleven class on Sunday afternoons. 

Our Flying Eleven fleet stepped up another gear in 2022/23 with a competitive fleet of ten 

boats. The club welcomed a number of new families, attracted to our strong and inclusive 

culture and comprehensive training and racing program. A huge thank you to our Flying 

Eleven coach, Zoe Dransfield, who brought an elevated level of professionalism to the 

program. The Flying Elevens mirrored the Manly Junior’s comprehensive Sunday racing 

schedule, and also included Wednesday evening training which was a big success. Regatta 

participation was also strong, with a good contingent of the fleet travelling to Lane Cove and 

St George for the State titles.  

Apart from club racing, the biggest highlight of the season would have to be the Skiff Swap 

Day held in December. A huge thanks to all the skiffies that contributed their time and boats 

to make the day a huge success. All the kids came back with smiles from ear to ear, and it 

definitely inspired them to work towards a future in skiff sailing at the club.   

Junior sailing doesn’t happen without the hard work and support of many volunteers. I 

would like to give a big thank you to Peter ‘Tinny’ Tinworth for being Race Officer week in, 

week out, Alison Pollett and Maria Pinter for scoring, Nicole Hallett for managing the deck, 

all our safety boat drivers and support crew. 

Michael Malseed 
Vice Commodore  



16ft SKIFF RESULTS  
 
Club Championship  
1st    “Eric’s Storage”                 H. Lawson, N. Edwards, A. Leslie  
2nd    “Kamikaze”                   R. Williams, P. Jenkins, I. Wood 
3rd    “P. Leahy”        M. Willson, P. Hargrave, R. Carroll 
 
Crew’s Trophy              “No Cents”      A. Hargrave, J. Hargrave, T. Stanbury 
 
Sprint Series               “P. Leahy”      M. Willson, P. Hargrave, R. Carroll 
 
Pointscore  
1st Overall  “No Cents”       A. Hargrave, J. Hargrave, T. Stanbury 
1st Half Winner  “No Cents”       A. Hargrave, J. Hargrave, T. Stanbury 
2nd Half Winner  “No Cents”                        A. Hargrave, J. Hargrave, T. Stanbury 
 
Old Buffers Race “Eric’s Storage”                 G. Paton & G. Ferguson (Shared) 
 

 
13ft SKIFF RESULTS  
 
Club Championship  
1st    “Plonk”      Avril Richardson & Warwick Taylor 
 

 
CLUB AWARDS 
 
Andrew Short “Spirit of Sailing”            Emily Kemp & Natasha Kemp (Shared) 
 
Twiggy               Remy Hallett 
 
 
 

JUNIOR SAILING RESULTS 
 
Flying 11  
Club Championship  “Schmicker”   Natasha Kemp & Lachlan Palmer 
 
Manly Junior 
Club Championship  “Wet n’ Wild”   Sam & Evie Malseed  
 
 

 

 



 

 

 





 



 

 



 



 



 



 







 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

Auditor’s Opinion 
In our opinion: 
a. the financial report of Middle Harbour 16Ft Skiff Sailing Club  is in accordance with the 

Corporations Act 2001, including: 

 

i. giving a true and fair view of the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2023 
and of its performance for the year ended on that date; and 

 

ii. complying with Australian Accounting Standards and the Corporations Regulations 
2001; 

b. the financial report also complies with International Financial Reporting Standards as 
disclosed in Note 1.         

 
        

Name of Firm: Meagher Howard & Wright 
Certified Practising Accountants 

  

 
 
  

  

 

Name of 
Partner: 

 

  
K J Wright 
Registered Company Auditor  

  

Address:  Suite 506, 55 Grafton Street Bondi Junction NSW 2023    
 

    

Dated this      19th   day of   September    2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MEAGHER, HOWARD & WRIGHT Suite 506 
CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS Level 5 / 55 Grafton Street

                       ABN 42 664 
097 441 BONDI JUNCTION NSW 
2023  
 PO Box 653 
Ken WRIGHT J.P. M.Com. F.CPA BONDI JUNCTION NSW 
1355 

Greg MIDDLETON B.Comm, G.Dip FP, CA     

MaryJane HARDY J.P, B.Bus  Phone: 02 9387 8988 
John HOWARD OAM, J.P, F.CPA, B.Ec enquiry@mhw.net.au 

Emma DIAMOND B.Bus 

 

 
AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION 

UNDER SECTION 307C OF THE CORPORATIONS ACT 2001 
 
 

TO THE DIRECTORS OF MIDDLE HARBOUR 16 SKIFF SAILING CLUB 
ABN:  68 000 537 057 

 
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, during the year ended 30 June 2023 there 
have been: 
 
(i) no contraventions of the auditor independence requirements as set out in the Corporations 
Act 2001 in  relation to the audit; and 
 
(ii) no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the audit. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

K J Wright FCPA 
Partner 
Meagher, Howard & Wright 
Certified Practising Accountants 
Suite 506 
Level 5, 55 Grafton Street 
Bondi Junction NSW 2023 

 

 
 

  

Dated:  19th September 2023 

 

 


